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Mulch 

 

in the Landscape

 

Mulches are an All

-

Purpose Benefit

 

Through the summer growing season, use mulch to conserve water, to keep the soil 

cool, and to

 keep out weeds; through the winter, use mulch to protect roots and stems 

from winter injury;  In early spring, a dark compostin

g mulch can help to warm the soil. 

Using a dark mulch in sunny areas may warm the soil if it is not spread very thick.

 

Mulches c

onserve water:

 Using mulch reduces the evaporation of water from the 

soil. Mulch absorbs rainfall, preventing runoff and allowin

g for better penetration of 

water from heavy rains into the soil. Mulches also save water by reducing competition 

from weeds. Wi

th the improved moisture conditions, your garden will need less or even 

no supplemental watering during dry spells.

 

Mulches regu

late soil temperature:

 Mulches can either decrease or increase soil 

temperature. Loose materials such as mulch act as an insulat

ing layer and reflect heat and 

prevent sunlight from reaching the soil. The insulation results in cooler soil temperature. 

Thin 

layers of dark mulch can increase soil temperatures. The insulating action of mulch 

also aids in preventing heat loss during ext

reme cold spells in winter. 

 

Mulches provide weed control:

 Proper mulching, deep and dense enough to 

prevent light from penetrat

ing down to the soil surface, will keep weeds from 

germinating.

 

When to spread mulch:

 Spread your mulch over the soil after your

 plants are well 

established and when the soil is warm enough to promote active root growth.

 

When to remove winter mulch:

 Remove

 mulch before the growing season begins; 

this will allow the sun to begin warming the soil. For late snow melts, remove mulch as

 

soon as the snow has melted.  Most protective uses of mulch serve to protect plants with 

tender roots and stems from harsh wint

er cold spells.

 

Re

-

mulching during the year:

 Because mulch compacts as the season wears on, 

you may have to add additional mulch

 to keep it thick enough for your purposes. You 

will not have to scrape off existing mulch in midseason, just spread more mulch 

over the 

existing layer. 

 

There are usually eight different mulch varieties available here at 

Little York Plantation with select

ions in both bulk and bags to suit your 

needs.

 

Visit us on the web!  http://www.littleyorkplantation.com

 

 Bulk Mulches at Little York Plantation Hemlock

Fragrant, Long Lasting, Premium Mulch

Fresh and long lasting; all natural. Easiest to spread, greater coverage.

Reddish color when wet, golden when dry. Keeps new look the longest.

Boston Classic

Sticky, Fragrant Spruce Bark Mulch. Great for banks, Holds its position once spread; unsurpassed weed suppression.

Midnight Black

Premium, Composted Hardwood Bark Mulch

Greatest contrast color to plants, excellent accent color; good life span.

Hardwood

Premium, Fresh Hardwood Bark Mulch. Easy spreading; good ground cover.

Bagged Mulches available are: Red Ochre (See above), 1000 Islands Select (A natural hardwood mulch), California Cedar (NOT a true cedar mulch—red/rust orange dyed hardwood), and Black Diamond (pitch black dyed mulch)
Delivery is available, for a fee, of any type and quantity of mulch!
	Approximate Coverage in sq. ft.


	
	
	

	depth
	1 cubic foot
	1 cubic yard
	1 bucket

	1"
	12
	324
	162

	2"
	6
	162
	81

	3"
	4
	108
	54

	4"
	3
	81
	40


